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HOUSE BILL 909

MEANS LESS TAXES AND A SAV-

ING TO EVERY SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT IN SHIAWASSEE
COUNTY.

THE SOLDIERS' MONUMENT..

Every Patriotic Citizen Should Contribute
to Pay for It

The. Soldiers' Monument committee held
a meeting Monday aiiernoon at tbe Owosso
Savings Bank parlors to decide upou some
plan for raising the fund required to paySEE

THAT THE
FAC-SIMI- LE

SIGNATURE
PISE

cide whether tho legislature shall enact
the bill heretofore mentioned.

Youij. approval of the measure can be
made apparent by putting an (X) oppos-sit- e

the name James N. McBride for
School Commissioner, who if elected
(and tho law remain as it is now) agrees
to carry out the letter of the law, in the
spirit of the foregoing, by returning a
portion of the salary to the county
treasury, or by providing several normal
training classes for teachers, or to offer
$25.00 as a scholarship to ono student
in each township and city (13 in all) to
attend tho short term course in agricul-
ture at the Agricultural College next
winter. Tho history of tho short term
courses in Wisconsin is very gratify-
ing, and with the possibilities of sugar
beet culture soon to be before us, 18

young men studying along the along
the lines of improved agriculture in this
or other lines for six weeks would mean
much more to this county in tho course
of ten years than the expenditure for
schoo visitation has in the past.

Theabove is my reason and sole rea-

son for asking for your votes, aud I am
cquay frank in saying that if you dis-

approve of the attempt to reduce tax-

ation and unproductive expenditure
please don't vote for me.

Very respectfully,
Jas. N. McIIuide.

course be may make enemies, but he
will benefit the schools.

Here, perhaps, I might stop; but the
remainder of your circular letter de-

mands attention. I pass over your sug-

gestion that your election means the re-

peal of our present law, as au argument
merely written to fill space. The only
argument In your letter that can pos-

sibly jiersuade anybody to vote for you
is your promise to return to the county
part of tho salary of the office. I do not
agree with you regarding the worth-lessne- ss

of the ollice; yet regardless of
other matters I shall vote for the man I

believe the best candidate, aud a person
who dots agree with you regarding tho
law may yet find it impossible to give
you his support. I hesitate to write
this part of my letter ami beg you tore-memb- er

that it was written at your re-

quest.
I cannot find a word in your letter

that promises work or honest effort If
you are elected. Indeed, the sentiment
your letter convejs to me is that the of-

fice is useless; hence, that if elected you
will not devote your time to it. Be-

sides, I understand that you have other
duties that take your entire time. I am
not in the habit of voting for men who
proclaim that, if elected, they will neg-

lect the duties of the ollice. In my own
work as Commissioner, it was often my
privilege, in the mere routine duties of
the oflice, to save districts, and on one
occasion to save an entire township,
their primary money. I am not in
favor of electing any one who will not
do the work.

You promise to refund part of the
salary. I do not like the way this prom-
ise is expressed. You say that you will
do one of three things: return a portion
of the salary to the county, provide nor-
mal training classes for teachers, or es-

tablish In the county 18 scholarships at
the Agricultural College. This sounds
to me like a clever, lawyer-lik- e promise
that is framed so as to be easily evaded.
If you mean anything, why do you not
state presclsely what you will do, and so
leave no loop-hol- e of escape." To be
frank with vou, I do not believe that
you will keep this promise in a way
that will be of value to the county. My
special reason for this is that according
to my best recollection you once before,
In the winter of ISM, when you were
Secretary of the Board of Examiners, a
position paying $1,100, and at the same
time candidate for supervlsorshlp of the
census, a position paying $1,000, told
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TO THE PEOPLE OF SHIAWASSEE CO.:
House bill 000, drafted by the writer j

and introduced and heartily supported
by Hon. F. M. Shepard, of this county,
in brief provides for visitation of schools
only upon the written request of tho
director, and also providing that the
compensation for the Commissioner of
Schools shall be fixed by the board of
supervisors. This is tho measure strip-
ped of all fornialitios and it is intended
and expected that the expense as now
inclined by the duties of the oflico and
tho burden upon tho tax payers will be
reduced from one-hal- f to one-thir-

THE SCHOOLS AND THE SCHOOL TAX.

The school tax is one of tho heaviest
items of taxation and the oflico of Com-

missioner incurs a tax of something
over $10.00 foi; evekv school district
in Tits county,' and at the same time
tho cities of Owosso, Coruuna and Ban.
croft pay their proportion of this tax
levy and the Commissioner has nothing
whatever to do with those schools. In
other words, the enactment of House Itill
909 iroufd sure the toicnx aboee noted sev-

eral ft j ml red dollar in taxes now paid for
an official icho tinder no possible circum-

stance can benefit the achoid above

named.
THE COUNTRY SCHOOLS

each year are diminishing in point of
attendance and their decline is a ques--tio- n

that is engaging the serious atten-
tion of educators, and whatever may be
claimed for tho ollice, it cannot be gain-

said that it has been powerless to pre
vent this condition. It is also true that
tho educational system in this state was
not built up by the ollice, for whatever
there may be of power in our schools
was built up prior to the enactment of
the law some ten years ago. So on top
of a diminishing attendance of our
rural schools there is built up an ex-

pensive ollice of superintendence, and
with the decade the oflice has beeu in
existence costing the county perhaps
$10,000, there has grown up a county
debt of about $10,000 on about iiO cents
l'ER capita. With tho incrcaso of debt
and taxes there has come a decreased
ability to pay taxes and this oflice being
tho last in point of creation is in th(
final analysis the oie for whose tupport
in thin county the food and raiment is
denied the fa milt in order that the office

mai exist and be supported.

THE HISTORY OF THE OFFICE IX THIS
COUNTY.

The Incumbents have entered upon
tho wink with zeal and continued it in
disappointment. The writer credits
himself with personal knowledge of two
years' work. Passing over one year
the next incumbent practically wore
himself out in the rounds of visitation
and faithful labor and resigned to ac-

cept a position where rational superin-
tendence was possible. The succeeding
Commissioner travelled the same roads
and as arduously labored for the com-

mon good but resigned to enter a field
where the circuit of superintendence
was less in area and the possibilities for
results more sure. The prcseut incum-
bent and caudidate for has
zealously undertaken the duties of the
ollice and ns to his courtesy and qualifi-
cation I desire to testify, and at tho
same time ask him to join in a protest
against tho continuance of an ollice as
now existing which entails taxation and
debt upon the people of the county.
And tho continuation thereof is in face
of diminishing district school attend-
ance aud power, diminishing ability of
people to support, and thu history of
the office in this county is one of disap-
pointments in point of realization, and
the absudity is .apparent when it is
noted that the Commissioner has pre-

sumable to superintend ten times as
many teachers in tins course of a year
as does the superintendent of the Owos-

so schools and then these spread out
over f00 times as much territory. In
other words, if the Commissioner of
schools can do cflVetivo work under
those conditions them is no reason why
one superintendent of city schools might
not rulo over all the schools along tho
line of the 1 , (1. II. & M. ISy. for ex-

ample. .

There are a number of things in this
world more to be desired than money,
and among those things is to live among
a happy and prosperous people who are
not depressed by taxation and by the
multiplication of olliccs. T thi end f
hit re 'iti'iic a Candida ft fur thr ofice of
Commissioner of ., Id ea't at( itimi
to the facts rtlaliuy to the "flee, aud to

hiahc, it a test cane at the jm'is as to irhcther
theofice at nmc j.rorided for shall continue,
or irfc'ther it shall be, subject to the people,

through their board of tupcrrisor.
If Shiawassee county, by a decided

vote on April 5th, shall approve tho
courso here taken it will practically de

the balance due upon the monument order
ed by the committee, which Is to be dedi-
cated on Decoration . Day. The Woman's
Belief Corps and G. A. B Tost have nearly
S500 on hand. The mouument committee
appointed froai the Business Men's Associ-
ation, W. K. C. and G. A. B. desire aid
from the citizens to raise about $300 more
to pay the balance and other necessary ex
penses. I hey would like to receive the co
operation of tho newspapers of the county
In receiving voluntary subscriptions aud In
publishing iu their columns the names of
tbe donors aud amounts contributed. They
desire that tbe whole amount shall bo raised
by voluntary subscriptions if possible.

A special committee consisting of Messrs.
O. F. Webster. M. C. Dawes aui U. C.
Frieseke, was appointed to secure permis
sion from the School Board to allow a sub
scription paper to be placed with the teacher
of each department of the schools to receive
subscriptions from tbe children. Tbe teach-
ers will be furnished with cards or circulars
giving a description and view of the monu-
ment, with perhaps au attached blank re-

ceipt to be filled out and signed by tbe
teacher, on payment of any subscription.
The object is not only to raise funds but
also to interest the children in the work of '

erecting the monument and enlisting their
respect In years to come for the memory of
the soldiers who offered their lives In the
defense of our country.

Mrs. M. C. Dawes was appointed treas
urer of tbe committee, to whom subscrip
tions may be made. Subscriptions may
also be paid to A. I). Whipple at tbe Owos-
so SaviDgs Bank, or left at The Times of
fice.

Horseshoers Organize.

The horseshoers of this county have long
realized that it would be far better for them-

selves and infinitely so for the "BIacl
Beauty" entrusted to them to be fitted with .

shoes, if tbe standard of proficiency In their
trade could be raised. Xot every man wha
can nail shoes to a horse's foot Is competent
to do the work as it should be done fend

many a valuable horse has been ruined by
men of this class. Tbe object of the Master
Horseshoers'Protective Association of Mich-

igan, a branch of which was organized In
city on Friday evening last by Jos. Carr,
state organizer, Is to raise the business to a
higher level and not to increase prices or
seek.to control the businees. The officers

elected are: President, A. Steggal; first vice- -

president, John Wood, Coruuna; second
vice president, B. U. Haren: secretary, F. J.
Melviu, Jr.; corresponding secretary, II. D.
Uanes; treasurer, Geo. Cook: sergeaut-a- t

".rme, V. O. Cook.

ROF. DAYTON C. MILLER.

The Marvelous Baptist Church,
Wednesday Evening, March 17.

The closing lecture in thj Y. M. C. A.
Star Course will be given at the Baplist
church, on Wednesday evening next, by
Prof. I). C. Miller. Subject: "

The Times hopes that every person iu the
city and surrounding country who can at-

tend this lecture will do so. The manage-

ment of tho course has decided to reduce
the price of single admission to 25 cents, in
order to give ail an opportunity to learn
something of this new and marvelous
scientific discovery.

1 he Fifth Ward.
Gov. Pingree has signed the bill, creating

the fifth ward in this city, and the same is
now in etlcct. The new ward Is composed
of ad the teriitory west of Cedar street,
north to the river, and all territory west of
the rtver. The aldermen ot the old first
and fifth wards will at once prepare the
registration book for the fifth ward, as pro-

vided by the charter.

The regular meetiug of the Junior Litera-

ry Club will tie held at tbr homo of Miss

Mauie Hoyt, Water street, Saturday after-

noon. Elizabeth Stuart Phelps Ward will
be the author discussed. Odljers will be
elected for the coming year, And the entire
membership Is urged to be present.

Supervisor Crane, of liu-- h, Is arranging
to eularg'? and improve his residence.

Awarded
Highest Honors World's Faff,

DEL'
H

MOST PERFECT MADE.
A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Fre
from Ammonia, Alum or any other adulterant,

40 YEARS TBE STANDARD.

ave

Ten per cent, off on all cash purchases of 2.00

or more, of Leather Goods, except Tans and Pat-

ent Leather shoes.

Yours for Good Goods,

AN OPEN LETTER.

SHALL MEN BE ELECTED TO OF-

FICE WHO PROPOSE TO NEG-

LECT THEIR DUTIES?

An Invited Criticism of the Circular
which Candidate McBride is cir--.

culating.

Corunna, March 0, j7.
Mil Jas. N. McBride,

Dear Sir: The following letter from
you will explain what I have written
below
My Dp.ak Sheldon:

1 send you the enclosure which rep-

resents my candid convictions. Others
may differ from me, but there may be
an honest opinion on both sides. If
you can see your way clear, any com
ment, either direct or by publication Is
invited. The public good Is all I care
for, and It seems nt present to cut down
oflice expenses. Very Truly, t

J. X. McBihdk.
I shall soon give up school work in

thlsvounty and my only. Interest in the
ma W--- f thu of. a junall ,t .J

Thus I can sympathize with your ex-

pressed desire to keep down taxes. Jn
the past, too, 1 have believed in econo-

my and honesty In office, 'these say-

ings, however, are truisms. The 'en-

closure' which you ask me to d!se's.a,
seems to be a campaign docuni'in m

forth the reasons why the v.-i- t r
should '"put an (x) opposite the name wf

Jas. X. McBride for school commission-
er. If 1 understand yon, your reasons
fire two, each based upon the supposi-

tion that the commissioner law Is a use-

less burden to the tax-paye- rs of the
county. You say, first, that your elec-

tion by a deckled vote will practically
decide whether the legislature will en
act a law taking ffwav all importance
from the office of commissioner: second,
that, if the legislature does not pass
such a bill, you will in some way re-

fund to the county part of what you re-

ceive In salary.
Men may differ as to th3 lest school

system IVrhaps our present law Is not
the best. If you want my opinion I

think it Is the best the state has thus
far had. Xor can I understand how any
person who has for two years conscien-
tiously done the work of the oflice, can

asert that there is no chance to do
.good. It seems to mo .that if a com-

missioner gives his whole time to the
work and tries to do his duty without
fear or favor, good must result. A

fanner does not set his men to work in

the field and leave them without super-

vision. I know of no successful ' busi-

ness that is carried on without super-

vision. The policy that you seem to
favor Is a new departure in the history
of Michigan. We have never 'had a

system since Michigan had fred schools

that omitted supervision. To put the
teachers in schools without arranging
for supervision would, in my opinion,
be in many districts as lad as to clo-- e

the school houses; and to wait until
thern was trouble in the et luforo
calling in the commissioner would be to

wait until t tic lime of usefulness was

past. The commissioner's work Is not
that of settling neighborhood disputes
or deciding between teachers anil

patron's. His work must begin
before this stage is reached. lb; must
advise Inexperienced teachers and en-

courage them; he must give Indolent
teachers to understand that the school

fund Is not paid out as public charity,
and that Incapacity will not be tolerat-

ed; finally, be must, when necessary,
use his authority to prevent weak and
incompetent teachers from continuing
In the profession. If he follows this

CROWE

tluir, if .appointed, yon.would,;e.tufju
one quarter's salary as Secretary, J?27.",

to the institute fund. You received the
appointment, held both the offices at
the same time, and have not yet, so far
as my knowledge extends, paid the $27."
to the ie fird. I do not claim to
be your c ti . deeper; but I decid-

edly objei t t supporting you for this
or any other oflice. Saying nothing
about your failure to pay a quatter's.
salary to the institute fund, the fact that
yon saw nothing wrong in holding two
high salaried offices at the same time
prevents me from having full confidence
in your sense of right and wrong.

Very Uespectfully,
Hudson Suf.ldi in.

Village Elections.
I he elections in tbe several villages of the

county passed etf very quietly, on Monday.
Except in one or two Instances politics did
not enter the contests.

mof.kice.
President, W. O. Morris; clerk, C. L.

Bartholf; treasurer, W. A. Coolej; asseser,
T. J. Jones: trustees, W. II. Davis, C. (I.
Henry, W. Wade. All elected on tbe pro-

gressive ticket, except Mr. Wade, wbo was
on the citizen's.

DURAND.
Pres., C.C DvCarup; clerk, W. II. Putnam;

treasurer, W. il. McPnet; assessor, A. (J.

Cowles; trustees, X. Goodyear, A. McBride,
A. K. Pratt. By a vote of 109 yes to 4S no,

tlie village decided to appropriate SI, MOO to
purchase land for a park, which means for
the Grand Trunk By. system.

r.vr.oN
Had two tickets In thu field, regular nnd

cifzen's, the former electing all nominees
except treasurer and one trustee. Presi-

dent, A. F. Hunt; clerk. F. D. Stowell; as-

sessor. 1,. F. Lutz: treasurer, C .1. Wil

liams; trustees. F. K Luckey, Perry Had
sill, William Harper

PF.r.nv.
The republican ticket was easily H;rrte':

President, Dr. h. M. Marshall; clerk, 11. II.
Ibiwlej; treasurer. C. M, Sp.iuldinc; asses-

sor, C. F.. ('alkins; trustees, G. K Brandt,
C. H. Ca k'.ns, K Ui.isterd.

VF.RNON.

The. entire citiz en's ticket was cycled by a
large ninj'iilfy. Pret lent, Henry Chirk;
cieik, G. W. Bin. tie ; treasurer,, J. 1). Mc-

intosh; aisessor, .1. H. fh'llitrt; trustees,
F. K. Hurt, B. W. Van Als'lnc. P. K.

Kirkkam.
llANC'liOlT.

Two ticket in thu tMd, ritiz'ti's and the
people's. Bestilt: 7 President, C. II. War-

ren; clerk, 0. A. Bradlc; assessor, B. D.

Ulack; treasurer. Henry Williams; trustees,
O. E. Godfrey, A. J. Kent, C. B.

PAINTS !

Heath & Milligan Mfg. Co.'s Mixed and
Paiste Paints are the Best.

Green Seal Strictly

If you intend Painting your House this spring, use
the above material, and you will p-- t perfect

satisfaction.

IRA G. CURRY;
113 East Hani Street.


